
Keep Your Focus on God 
 
3 weeks looking at OT passages 

Prosperity can distract us from God 
Suffering can distract us from God 
Idolatry can distract us from God 

 
PRAY 
 
Pain is real.  Cody Twist video 
    Do you ever get sick and tired of being sick and tired? 
 Suffering is not a respecter of time, age of gender. 
                 Intellectual answers do not always help for pain is real and very emotional 
  
Although we will talk today about suffering, that is not the main point. 
Our subject is not suffering and pain and how man gets help from God. 

The subject is God, and His ways.     You may not notice the difference, but it is vast. 
 For one is man centered (cotton candy for the soul) and the other is theocentric. 
 
Secondly when dealing with this issue 
We need to understand suffering through God’s perspective in the Cross. 
I am convinced that the only satisfactory way to truly understand pain and suffering is to view it 
through the Cross and its implications: dealing with evil and the Sovereignty of God. 
 If the primary focus of my faith in God is Jesus, then the Cross is the greatest way 

we can truly see- understand suffering in a right manner.   
That is why we turn to Christ         Is. 53:3 He was despised and rejected by men,  

a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering 
All worldviews and some Christian views miss this necessary point, we need to turn to the Word 
 
We have many questions that arise in suffering: 
 God are you there in my suffering, if so where?   Why does the way of the wicked prosper?  

Why do bad things happen to good people?     God why do you not restrain natural disasters? 
Why me and not someone else?  Why now?  Why does God allow suffering? 
Is this punishment from God?  Why God, this is not fair?  What is the point of this? 
Why does God not do something?   If I can hardly make it today, how will I make it tomorrow?  

The battle of the human soul must find it understanding and resolve in the truth from Scripture.  
 
Psalm 73 
Asaph responds to the evil and the injustice he sees in the world. 
“Come on, look at them, they prosper and I suffer” 
 
Why do the wicked seem to have all the perks of life.       
It seems they have… 
No struggles   No burdens  No failure or loss  No ills 
No sickness    No need for God  
 
Instead they have… 
Pride   violence  Hard hearts  evil intentions 
Bad attitudes  seduction  Wealth 
 
Destiny of the wicked is judgement and eternal separation from God 



The wrong way to deal with suffering is to remove God from the equation.  To leave worship. 
When he returns to the house of the Lord, he gets the right perspective 
v. 17  till I entered the sanctuary of God;  then I understood their final destiny. 

God deals Sovereignly with the final destiny of the wicked, God is just.  
                                 romans 9:14  What then shall we say? Is God unjust? Not at all! 
We must keep our focus on God 
In this world we are not to look at the supposed gain of the wicked 

Instead lift up your eyes and look to the Lord.  Focus and fix our eyes on the Lord. 
 
What is the final destiny of the children of God?  His promises never fail.    
Destiny of the Children of God is grace and an eternity with Him 
The presence of God.   v 25 
God is the best possession to have 
God is the greatest desire  
God is my refuge 
God is Sovereign 
 
Pain is real, death is real, but it is not the end. 
For the Christian death will bring us to our home coming.  
 
The final destiny of the wicked, God is just.  
The final destiny of the children of God, His promises never fail.    
 
But how does this affect my life?   
How does this eternal perspective give me hope?  
   Every man must drink his cup of pain.”  That does not help because I’m drinking buckets. 
 
This week as I looked at many of the main passages that talk about suffering in the NT, 

I was amazed that in about half of them suffering and Glory were together. 
 Suffering and glory go hand in hand. 
 
As I wrestled with this I realized this very important biblical concept. 
 Why are they together?   Because… 
Without glory suffering has no meaning 
 Yes there are many meanings (about 7) for suffering, but this is foundational to them all. 
 Suffering is not pointless, an interruption or vain, there is meaning. 
 
A very important passage to help us 
II Cor 4:16-18 
 
Therefore we do not lose heart.  
We want to quit and lose heart.  There are many reasons in this life to be discouraged and 
overwhelmed.  Never give up.  Not because you can do it mentality. 
But God has a purpose 
 
Though outwardly we are wasting away 
 People die, and they must die from something and sometimes in horrific ways. 
 
yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day 
 
For our light and momentary troubles  



 Yes they are real, but in reality they are  
 Light small and little 

      Not saying that suff is not heavy for you, but in comparison to eternity and the glory. 
Momentary  brief  
      Not saying that suff is not long-lasting for you, but in comparison to eternity and the glory. 

  For one day this will be over. 
 
are achieving for us  there is meaning 
what does it work  
 callous hands and hearts, what does not kill us makes us stronger? 
They: make us ready, produce, works for us an eternal weight of glory. 
 
an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.  

It produces and eternal weight of glory cavod 
Suffering produces an eternal weight of glory when by faith we endure and hope in 
Christ and the eternal perspective (future destiny) 
Hope in the glory, the eternal life to come,  

gives us endurance, patience and perspective in our suffering. 
 Because there is 

Meaning in suffering 
   Purpose for pain 
   Reason for affliction 
We may not know why , but we know glory outweighs the suffering 
 Like a balance scale. Glory outweighs illustration 
 
Suffering  Glory 
Temporary  Eternal 
Changing  Secure 
Seen   Unseen 
Overwhelming  Encourages 
Consolation  Restoration 
Decay   Transforming 
Unknown  Known 
 
Our mindset and walk in life are to be bound and lead by our perspective of the eternal weight of 
glory 
 
since what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal. 
 Pain can distract us from the unseen and eternal 
 Then we can say as Job 13:15 Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him 

The Christian life must rest on the perspective and vantage point of the End:  
vindication and glory.  I Cor 15:14-19 
 
If suffering is unbearable, it is possible you are not certain that God is just and that he is with 
you and for you. 
 
Carson p 140 
The weakest faith in God is greater than  

     the strongest faith in worldly ways or its answers 
      Job 13:15  Though he slay me, yet will I hope in him; 

 


